20009 Legislative Session: 1st Session, 39th Parliament

Government Announcements and News

HST new housing rebate threshold increased — The B.C. government has announced plans to
increase the threshold for the HST new housing rebate from $400,000 to $525,000. The increase
will ensure that, on average, purchasers of new homes up to $525,000 pay no more tax due to
harmonization. Read more

$12.4 million investment in B.C. jobs — The Government of Canada is spending more than $12.4
million through the Economic Action Plan initiative to boost job creation in B.C. communities. The
money will be spent on 25 projects through the Community Adjustment Fund and the Job
Opportunities Program. Read more

Trade mission to China closes forestry trade deals — Companies participating in a forestry trade
mission to China closed on deals measuring a record 156 million board feet of lumber, keeping the
industry on track for 1.5 billion board feet this year, nearly double last year’s record. Read more

Natural gas sales up - November 2009 land rights sale resulted in nearly $20 million in bonus bids,
bringing the calendar year to date total to $720.6 million. Read more

Municipalities receive grants in lieu of taxes — The Province is providing $15.9 million to 63 B.C.
municipalities as grants-in-lieu of property taxes for 2009. Governments do not levy taxes on other
governments. Grants-in-lieu of property taxes are distributed as a way to compensate municipalities
for services that benefited government properties. Read more

Question Period Topics

Impact of harmonized sales tax on school districts
Comptroller general report on TransLink and B.C. Ferries
Olympic Games costs

Access to B.C. Ferries Information

B.C. Ferries and B.C. Rail Executive Salaries

Government action on poverty reduction

Status of Bills

BILLS DEBATED & PASSED (second & third reading)

Government Bills

Bill 14 - Housing and Social Development Statutes Amendment Act, 2009
Bill 18 - Assistance to Shelter Act

Bill 19 - Lobbyists Registration Amendment Act, 2009

Bill 20 - Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2009

Legislative Watch is a bi-weekly news service and summary of current public policy initiatives and events affecting BC’s small and
medium-sized businesses. Copyright 2009. BC Chamber of Commerce.


http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2009FIN0017-000647.htm
http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2009CD0042-000599.htm
http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2009FOR0078-000617.htm
http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2009EMPR0020-000648.htm
http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-2013/2009CITZ0009-000631.htm
http://www.leg.bc.ca/39th1st/3rd_read/gov14-3.htm
http://www.leg.bc.ca/39th1st/3rd_read/gov18-3.htm
http://www.leg.bc.ca/39th1st/3rd_read/gov19-3.htm
http://www.leg.bc.ca/39th1st/3rd_read/gov20-3.htm

